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The following is a reference 

booklet on learning the 

language of Ojibwe that was 

composed during the Ojibwe 

Language Camp in Roseau 

River Anishinaabe First Nation. 

October 18-20, 2021 

 

*Note – Not all words are the 

same across Anishinaabe 

country. There are variations of 

words that are specific to that 

community or region. They are 

not wrong… it is a variation. 

We need to be proud of our 

language on how vast and 

comprehensive it is. Do not 

limit yourself to only knowing 

one way to saying something. 

 

Keep on learning. 
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Miigwech! 

We give thanks to Carol 

Beaulieu, Charlie Nelson, 

Dawnis Kennedy, Ernie 

Longclaws, and Peter Atkinson 

for helping with translating 

over the language camp days. 
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“Poozhens” 

(Cat) 
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“Miskoningwii” 

(Red wing black bird) 

 

“Nenookaasi” 

(Hummingbird) 
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“Migizi” 

(Bald Eagle) 

“Memaangishens” 

 (Mule) 
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“Ginebig” 

(Snake) 
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“Miijimikanjigan” 

(Bait) 
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“Mashkode-bizhiki” 

(Buffalo) 
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“Maanataanish” 

(Sheep) 
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“Gichi-boozh” 

(Big Cat) 
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“Ma’iingan” 

(Wolf) 
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“Waawaabiganoojiinh” 

(Mouse) 

“Ajidamoo” 

(Squirrel) 
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“Ezigaa” 

(Woodtick) 
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“Jiibaakwa” 

(Stretching Hide) 
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“Miinokwebiiyag” 

(Guiding horses with 

reins) 

 

“Bashzhizhayige” 

(Getting Whipped) 
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“Gwashkwebijigan’” 

(Fishing Rod) 

 

“Gwaaba’waagan” 

(Scoop Net) 
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“Zhiigaag” 

(Widower) 

 

“Akiwenzii” 

(Old man) 
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  “Niikaanis” 

(My Relative) 
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“Biwide” 

(Stranger/Alien) 

 

“Webinigaazo” 

(to be “thrown away” figuratively 

such as parting in marriage) 
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“Aaniin 

ezhinikaazod 

gimaamaa?” 

(What is your 

mom’s name?) 

“Aaniin 

ezhinikaazod 

gibaabaa?” 

(What is your 

dad’s name?) 

“Gi-zhawenimin” 

(I love you) 
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