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The following is a reference 

booklet on learning the 

language of Ojibwe that was 

composed during the Ojibwe 

Language Camp in Roseau 

River Anishinaabe First Nation. 

October 18-20, 2021 

 

*Note – Not all words are the 

same across Anishinaabe 

country. There are variations of 

words that are specific to that 

community or region. They are 

not wrong… it is a variation. 

We need to be proud of our 

language on how vast and 

comprehensive it is. Do not 

limit yourself to only knowing 

one way to saying something. 

 

Keep on learning. 
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Miigwech! 

We give thanks to Carol 

Beaulieu, Charlie Nelson, 

Dawnis Kennedy, Ernie 

Longclaws, and Peter Atkinson 

for helping with translating 

over the language camp days. 
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“Gidaayan na 

aniibiishaabo?” 

(Do you have 

tea?) 

“Aniibiishaaboo” 

(Tea) 

“Ozhitamoyishin 

aniibiishaabo” 

(Make some tea) 
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“Nigiishkabaagwe” 

(I am thirsty) 

 

“Ni-noonde 

minikwe iwe” 

(I want to drink 

that) 
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“Giwiisinimin” 

 (We are eating) 

 



e as in bed, i as in pit, ii as in peek, o as in put, oo as 

in soup, a as in pup, aa as in mama  

 

  



e as in bed, i as in pit, ii as in peek, o as in put, oo as 

in soup, a as in pup, aa as in mama  

 



e as in bed, i as in pit, ii as in peek, o as in put, oo as 

in soup, a as in pup, aa as in mama  

 

“Namadamidaa” 

(Let’s all sit down) 

  

“Namadabin” 

(Sit down) 

“Aaniin endaso 

diba’iganiseg?” 

(What time is it 

specifically?) 

“Namadabi” 

(He/She is sitting) 

“Namadamiwag” 

(They are sitting) 
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“Niibawidaa” 

(Let’s all stand up) 

“Niibawin” 

(Stand up) 
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“Ogoodon jibaateg’” 

(Hang to dry) 
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“Onaagan” 

(Bowl) 
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“Badakay’igan” 

(Fork) 

 

“Mookoman” 

(Knife) 

 

“Zhiiwitaagan” 

(Salt) 
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“Baakaawan” 

(Chicken) 

 

“Waawan” 

(Egg) 
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“Naboob” 

(Soup) 
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“Opin” 

(Potato) 

 

“Nibi” 

(Water) 

 

“Okin” 

(Tomato) 
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“Bagaan” 

(Nuts) 
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“Gimode’ iganag” 

(Chokecherries) 

 

“Ode’imin” 

(Strawberry) 

 

“Aniibimin” 

(Cranberry) 
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“Akandamoo” 

(Banana) 

 

“Mishiimin” 

(Apple) 
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“Onizhishin” 

(It looks good) 
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“Biimegan” 

(Pemmican) 

 

“Daga doodooshaabo” 

(Milk Please) 

 

“Gidaanawen” 

(Eat all your food) 
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“Giziininjiin” 

(Wash your hands) 

 

“Giziinaaganen” 

(Wash the dishes) 
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“Waaboowaan” 

(Blanket) 

 

“Makizinan” 

(Moccasins) 
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“Mazina’igan” 

(Book) 

 

“Giziiyaabidewinaak” 

(Toothbrush) 

 

“Maskimod” 

(Bag) 

 

“Wiibidaakanan” 

(Dentures) 
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“Jiimaan” 

(Boat) 
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“Gizhoonyam na?” 

(Do you have any money?) 
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“Gii-bookishkaa na” 

(Are you broke?) 
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“Gaawiin” 

(No) 

 

“Zanagad” 

(Difficult) 
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“Bizaanabin” 

(Be quiet) 

 

“Asindiitibii” 

(Rock and roll) 

 

“Andotan” 

(Listen for it) 
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