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The following is a reference 

booklet on learning the 

language of Ojibwe that was 

composed during the Ojibwe 

Language Camp in Roseau 

River Anishinaabe First Nation. 

October 18-20, 2021 

 

*Note – Not all words are the 

same across Anishinaabe 

country. There are variations of 

words that are specific to that 

community or region. They are 

not wrong… it is a variation. 

We need to be proud of our 

language on how vast and 

comprehensive it is. Do not 

limit yourself to only knowing 

one way to saying something. 

 

Keep on learning. 
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Miigwech! 

We give thanks to Carol 

Beaulieu, Charlie Nelson, 

Dawnis Kennedy, Ernie 

Longclaws, and Peter Atkinson 

for helping with translating 

over the language camp days. 
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“Oshtigwan” 

(Head) 

“Okwegan” 

 (Neck) 
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“Wiinizisiman” 

(Hair) 

 

“Ojaan” 

 (Nose) 
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“Onik” 

 (Arm) 
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“Okad” 

 (Leg) 
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“Odenaniw” 

(Tongue) 
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“Omisade” 

(Stomach) 
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“Ode’” 

(Heart) 
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“Onagizh” 

(Intestines) 
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“Wiinag” 

(Penis) 

 

“Skiigom” 

(Snot) 

 

“Dagigan” 

(Phlegm) 
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“Oshkanzh” 

(Toenail) 

 

“Mangi-gijiid” 

(Big Bum) 
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“Ishpapishkaa misko” 

(High blood pressure) 
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“Asabikeshii’aapine” 

(Cancer) 

 

“Akoziiwin COVID 

Nganishinaakaadeg” 

(Covid) 

 

“Onagizh 

manijooshiwaapinewin” 

(Colon Cancer) 
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“Maajii’inaapine” 

(AIDS) 

 

“Maajaapine” 

(STI) 

 

“Bakozhizhwaawin” 

(Biopsy) 
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“Gigaagiiwabi” 

(Blindness) 

 

“Bokinikeshin” 

(Broken Arm) 

 

“Bokinigaadeshin” 

(Broken Leg) 
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“Giishkigaade” 

(Amputation of leg) 

 

“Banwaya” 

(Paralyzed/unable to move) 

 

“Giishkinike” 

(Amputation of arm) 

 



e as in bed, i as in pit, ii as in peek, o as in put, oo as 

in soup, a as in pup, aa as in mama  

 

  

“Baskwew” 

(Sling) 

 

“Ojibinigo” 

(Seizure) 
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“Zhaabonigan” 

(Needle) 

 

“Bajiishkogo” 

(Given a needle) 
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“Nitaagi’wawiso” 

(Giving Birth) 
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“Mashkiki” 

(Medicine) 

 

“Aakozii’igamig” 

(Hospital) 
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“Gibitane” 

(Nosebleed) 
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“Mashkikii’inini” 

(Male Doctor or Nurse) 

 

“Mashkikii’ikwe” 

(Female Doctor or Nurse) 

 

“Biindigen bii’odiz” 

(Appointment) 
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“Ogobiziwin” 

(Band-Aid) 

 

“Miskwi” 

(Blood) 
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